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A. fitful wind about the eaves.
That sways tlie creaking door;

Tbe shadows of tbe falline leavM
Flit past me on the door.

Tbe autumn skies are elear above.
lint silent i« their «sac;

Ob. spirit of the changrlsM love
Keep back my atituuia long!

In vain with gold the forest wssveo
Its aj lv.in greenness o'or;

The shadows of the falling leaves
Flit past me. on tlie floor.

It mrars the world 1s rrewtng old.
It mean« ho bird« to «ime.

Oh. not for all tun autumn's sold
Would I forego my «prim;! sV R-
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It is a delightful thing to "keep ? journal.'
although surely no easy task to write it mio

eessfuliy. The Mere idea anatrane· a kind of
eli wüi .'? i.uvor; we ???.?.µ?.· «...i.i.-mi, Nicehar-
iss«, and nil tlie other " issus" ?? Içxione tunes,

calmly M.'Ul.iiK tlieins« Ivtb uown in tneir Still
l.Oncied Ilia gowns to Buttate pretty leclmi;s and
Bawttittt euveauuoe. tun in umutc u ontelul enróm¬

ela i.vsauti.ib la these raiiw««y-ru»hittgi party
luiigi.nu/, costunu ? uuii^ini,· uiiys, ig ¡? very un¬

teti in mutter.qu.te unoiiier ,air ol fsnvcsi, as

pay vulgat cousin Ucorgs would ss»'«
(it ionise it is elmrnaing SO know of u thor¬

oughly .snic und eonteieuitul linmi al Laud. It is

gana te nave u metal ut uii (much moie

raie a tiuMwoithy uue ami a Strongly hotuid red
ina.Il, \uili n lille.· ¡??,,? imputing btUM lock, lidies
?*I danger oí discovery- Ity-tuc-bye, as 1 write

tins ? limiti· Hint AJnsateaie, who is unpacking my
Untie :> witl. SOtn (lit· i- usti ss. gives a qui k gainée
ln.w ami then m Un· uirectiOU ol p?\??? ????? Bljt
book. 1 lio.e that she is nm nl eudy eonntlng on

the possili,luv oi my forgetting my keys m ?«·

pocket oi "m· or other ol bbj gowns I How 1 wish

tint she WOulJ U" nuitnl tin· other sale of tlie

room I 1 p'l-sti my chair back anil Uli it so thai

there ih a M.-tiu I. no ¡.pu t! tur lui to pass helw. en

nie anil UM »all¡ -sia· ?'«·'* a son Ol Milli ? she

tin.? s luv Luc peuivOttt Ostentatiously another
van- ¡mi laya it on the bed, having knocked over

a light tal'.ii· in be«. |<ttth. I nuist really ?}
?..rthlng t" i»ii, ii'ate her, or she will do my
kail luminously to-night.

"Vmis voyex, Ajuarteate," I begin hesitatingly ;
."vous > ·¦/. jceiis.' l balance my pen on my

läget limi thumb as 1 speak, awkward ¡y letting
tosne ink run up into my nails. This is really
most, tires« inc. for unless 1-çuii procure n slice
of l mou 1 don't know whal 1 shall look like at

dintier Inky lageie good heavens:
AiiaM.is·,·, meanwhile, lias responded With »

tote ol her head. There is no doubl that French

lbiinls can "toss" their brada, as people sny in

books.
''.Mailaine fait de la littérature," obaerveg m>

umili eontemituously.
1 lHsl.
"(."est, lean, la littérature," she continues

aeathingly, "mate.en rougit kv neil"
Does ah« rial.y think so. 1 wonder? Certainly

I woull not be a iii>t class novelist IrtiU kun ¦

fetaalc historian! at the expenna ol -ven a pink
nose, not to any a red un·', i will take the entheat
- pi tut unity, as «eoo as Annatasie bae left the
room, tn peep into the looking-gtesa. There 1

She r. ully s gone at list.what a mercy I

ij.i/.· around. My gown re, o-os on the bed. It
its sjol a town, but rat lier what is genarally
culled a "creation." 1 do hope it may . . . Jes,

I nail hoje the Marquis will Ike it.

Meanwhile, having assured ni.self that eali-

ernphy has nut yet injured m.\ naeal organ Iwhieh,
i« une of gay parí i cuiar pet features!, 1 return lo

my journal. Surely p i·« high Urne to describe
myself. Hut here I have to contend with one of

the bardent problems of a journal: it is so nn-

poaaible to describe one's self) Even to this
diar eonfldanl I scarcely like t" acknowledge that
I have nice eyes, much better hair than must of

my fiic:.ils and contemporaries, ani a figure that
is well, no» altogether had. The very faintest
11.lise thai ? ?* ? w un mysrli seems, oddly
cniuiirh. silly ami terilng Journals should he
Invented on seme new system, with consol i nir·

Buy, Hat tit ui'j·. opinione regarding the writer
ready printed at the bottom ef each page. As

to my penosa 1 detecta, 11 were ?? hard that i
ahoulJ is· required tu point them nut. I know
them well.so Well indeed that I do nut caie t<a

Kpi-uk of tli'in. 1 am muck bettet aware ol them
than any one else can pcaslblj lie; do I not spend
th·· greater lart of my lite in trying to remedy
them7 I will therefore puss on 1 am dressed in a
coinlorraMe s'.ft wrapper, not quite a lest gown,
nut altogether a dressing gown, a garmenl which,
when I contemplate i's lovelj luce and lurbclowa,
1 wish could occasionally be seen i,y some one

besides myself and Ansatasi This is a shooting
party. By sudi ¦ statement I du not imply any·
thing iivkliou· or m ta«ahorical; of course I do
i.ut intend to write flip; am ly in my .tournai. I
lin nu what 1 say, this is a shooting party, ami
fot thai very reason 1 was invited.

I'll;, a week ago ti.e MflQUia Culled '.? m ?·e

in London. Il·· don noi often cui); ? dorft think
la· reali i(UÌte knows what to any when be Gnds
himself in the depth· ot an armchair, witb a

woman an.I a ten-table within a yard of him.
lie is a short, thick-Mt young man. will dark
hair and a pah fa«ß, and one great interest in

lite, his gun. 1 will not say that he unni I sell
is s. ui lor ti¡e sake ol a good day's snooting, be·

«..us- l duubi whether he has ever suffi« lent 1/ con¬

templated the tact ui having ? «oui to know if
In· would readily part with or nut ; hut I nm

ijnite sure that be WOUkl gtedlj pive up nil Ins
win lily posaesMons m obtain except!on« lb lim·

spun. I may add that his, high rank ami his
well known generosity in ics usually brine,
bin the ink t.f the wannest corner; everybody's
helpers become Ins devoted staves; ami thus,
whilst other gent] nun grumble, the Marquis is

ha.pv. lint to teturn tu his visit When be had
nihliled t..o t<i|i ni ins enne im- a long while, he
suddenly ilurt«·«! out: "liy-the-bye, Mrs. Toovey,
I'm ? !T to the I». vedale* next Monday."

"The Dovrdalea!" 1 echoed, "how charming:
ti'r.'.nitit-nil is guefa ? romantic place!"

" Wi II,'' ¡ai tin- Maiquis :-l iwly, "there's some

triKid lililí ground, niel on·· really excellent
coy.-it. thongh I don't ijuni· agree with Devedak
m., tel as m th«· merita ?? spruce fir ; t* my muni
In- averdoea spi nee fir."

Nervous oi betraying mj Ignornnee, I hastened
to CM·· mi: "They're such ui » people! >ueh dear
¦toe penpto, the Dovedaknl"

"Admirable leople, the Dovedaknl" said my

(jui st. "They al.va.\s cboOM their friends carefully
.not. a had Shot aasottgut them. What a pity
jmi p· nui eoanlng· Mis. Toovej '"

"lint 1 (ant shoot, Lord lia II.« more."
'No, I stt|iposi· not, 1 ve seen women shoot,

hut to nit thinking they're mostly in the way.
Hut Indoors, you know.'' he continuiti reassi'V-
Ingly, "there are always wruncn ol sume sort

«bout the placa." Ini· < lltenens was even more

than what Tttwnff England has accustomed it*
ladles to receive. I eouM not help bingblng ont-
right, and I/ord Ballyuiore. wiio hi certainly very
MMsi-nat-nred, Joined me after a minate or two;
it took !¦·m quite that tilín- to see the j.il<e_|u.
really might i»e Scotch Instead of Irish:

"1 il urtali >o ? un r coming, Mis. To -v,.\ .though
for nil timi, past know," be added, luis apoloajiM
???????*; w«il m.-nut ii riot very dexterously turned;
* coi.),lu t you manage it somehow with the l;ove-
diihs. "

"I'm afraid not." I enawered; "I really am

tfraid not. I never dl I ask fur any ioti o! Invitati m
st any tune of my Ufa."

"Of (oursi· you didn't!" stud the Mnrquls
pont h ti" ly. nini tluTewith be shook my hand with
y iuot un«! departed, reiiernting that be wished
In· colili ara ??· next «reek.

? M lenity echoed the Wtdh. VV'e must not dissect
too criticaIly th·· manners of Marqniaea; more¬

over, fashions chaiiirc us times, changa, and what
woull nave been anenurtry in the days of our

µ ram fat hers may be oonaiderod u manly and

easgagisjg iratikm-ss m ism',. Lord Uallysnoee's
?????;????·.'? is not uuhke his shake of the hand.
Ile did imi, how «vet my Ingerg with a stati-ly
pruee-iio, he eruahed them so tliat they WON
violimi ly Indented by the corners of my emerald
ring; then also his t.; rich is neither vent In nor

elagnat, only lordi I Vet, all things eonaddeted«
it has bneosne high time tor me to take an interest

in my iihikK; my monrnlng is now only what
AnastMsi'i call· a deuil do eonvennnce, and dent
Mr. Toovey.how good and kind he vmis. to be
eure.he has le t in·· wlul 1 nm sul! in the thirties,
with a eomfortnble lucome und no Katrietiona. 1
have grave reapon-r ?litica.
Hut I am iligri'si ig, Il g Ifg qnts had ?<t quitieü

Iho hou. c five mil u e« wh'ti ? beeam overwbcl ned
by one oi this«' feelings which ? nevai struggle
eva'ost, bring perfecto sun· that they are the
whispers of inte, und ijiiit« all tor tho best.
Olioyinfr the lm| nl <·. I run upsuii.s |0 my p????!
fuit on my prettiest bonnet and cloak, and saltati
oitli to tlie liovodahs. There I wa« fortunate

enoufjrh not ???,? to find Lady I'ovíllale at home,
lut al«o most opporiuni-lv to ? iss three Hjiinster
«unta of hers who had just paid h'-r a Iragthy
visitation. Lady Dovedale kissed me tenxterry with
? sort of reaction.the aunt« had kissed her.

Presently also her troubled mind unfolded lteelf
to me.

"My dear Ruth," she said, "only tbinkl
We've got a shooting party next week, and I m
In the most dreadful despair you can imagine

"But why? Have any of the guns tailed?" 1
«poke sportingly, recollecting the Mnrquls.

"No, my dear, but the wives of two guns."
"Oh, the wives!" I said lightly, my thoughts

still recalling Lord «aPt-more's conversation.

"That doesn't seem much of » disaster."
"It is a disaster, " said Lady Dovedale sighing,

"heeause I have to combat several adverse influ¬
ences. It's ull very well for Dovedale to consider,
as he does, only the men and the game and all
that, but. I shall lie. shut up for three mortal
days with one woman who Is aggtenaively high
church and another who is annovingly low church,
and a third who writes on all kinds of horrid
broad topics for the reviews. Don't you see that
I want two enmfortable pillow-like women like
thOM I huve h»t. to befp to keep the perro, if
nothing else? Why, one of them would have
sung.positively, ? beautiful thrilling contralto,
accompanying herself, so that there would have
bit-n no trouble with her; and the other travels
with a lot ol silver km· k-knin'ks and Urthday auto«
graph hooks that keep people quiet till luncheon,
und she paints little oval portraits in water

eolor. so thnt, there's no smcil of oil, and gives
everybody Luge eyes und lung e)°elasheel"

"llow very, very sad!" was all that I could
find to say.

"?t?? now one has ratight an influenza," con¬
tinued Lady Dovedale discontentedly, "ami tbe
utiur has to go into mourning, whir h doesn't
nffect the man, of rourse."

"1 wish I could help \ou, dear Lady DovedaleI"
said I.
"How I wish you could, hut.dear me.' Couldn't

you ?* it WOUhl be a real la or il you would
come, ami forgive Short notice und ¡il) ??.\ ex¬

planations. It iii.es seem 1 !<·· asking you as a stop
gup though, that s tía· wuist ol it."

"I love being asked as a stop-gap.'' I sani
with truthful elitiilisiasin ; "dear LttUJ Dovedale,
1 shall be delighted to tome."

"llow good you are. liuth! You see you are
not .I mean, you are neiUser one thin;.' nur th··
other; you uevet quarrt J with tin· women, mid
never snitoj tin- men; uo, tbnl indeed yon «ion r"
added Ladj lioveuale mtb a little laugh. "Why,
you will ?»· a reni comfort to us ¡ill."

1 bit that 1 sin.nl.I truly be as welcome as a
bottle oi soothing syrup, but 1 v\as noi unwilling
to play any part. I like Lady Üovedak ah»,
Umdon is very «1*1*1 just now, and mat new
lavender graj ¡.own will gel quite spoilt ii it is
not worn soon; und.well, why should 1 uol owu
It. tins bras« lock being so solid ami µ ????·:1
Ibere wna tie Marquis io think about. Conse¬
quently I fell it easy to dicer Lady Dovedale.
bquiiiiy was n to ny tasi.· inset ,,;i lor Waterloo
station this aiternoon, ait· i· swallowing an eail«
luni hi on.

I arrived at the station barely in time to
cat'h tin· train, however, so that 1 was unable to
eh«.'.se my place, ami was hustled by ¡? well-
meaning but disagreeable ofliciu] mio a carriage
eontaining only tun elderly gentlemen, struugera
to me. It was rather col.I, so 1 pulled the high
fur collar oi my cloak well up over my cars,
M that I was just beginning to realize a sense ol
Comi Ott, ¡uni il I muy gay go) downy sii.,"/m· ss,
when we arrived at a junction, the name ot which
was vociferously shouted. ïhe door was roughly
thrown open, and l round myself obliged io al nut
ami Ian· the mil an 00 the platini in. There u

lew (¡issine,.,,., amongst whom 1 could not dis¬
tinguish ???µ? ballymorc, were already discon-
'lately grouped, surrounded by maids, valete,

gaa caaes, im- ruga, ¡nel baga ni leviathan pro-
portions, ad apparently waning to be lorwnided
to the stevedatea*.
? polite station master soon corni« to the rescue,

an.? we were piesentij deposited by instalment«
in the chilly carriages oi tin· »low train winch
w.is to convey us by a btnnofa Une to our ulti¬
male destination. Needles« t" My, «re all stared
m the bo, o oí obtaining a clew ol one auotlier's
identity, ? came spceuilj in a conclusion tual
tin.· lung visaged anguittt lady ofipoBitc t«i tue

represented tie· high church creed; whilst a stout
ami comlortabk looking dame at the end ol the
carriage, who smiled ..t everything stud everybody,
seemed specially designated i"r ? Methodist. Ihe
husband ol my µ>;?-\?> had retreated t.. t

smoking-carriage; bm ¡? <m, ?·«·? little men who
«tas tin· spouse ui tin· Mont lady remained with
Ils. ¡???? lie, ¡| VlCtlm t" Ills Wiles Sll.l¡\ wliull
ruled him with iron command, letehed and
carried ami wrapped lar round end picked up
lu-r things, an.? otherwise occupied biniseli m
her service without ceasing, lacre «rere do other
occulante ol our carriage; but when a·« rea<*!ied
urnnmeanil station the other gueau appeared
from Mljoining carriages ani «rent with u« t«

«rnrd where, in tue wintry twilight, Hushed
the lam. s ol three or lour vehicles sent I·..- our
benefit. Anastasie is an admiral le uaveil r, >.,,
was certain, 1 knew, to look after berseli aud
my luggage also, su thai in.·· one object durini;
this short «ralk «as to elutte Un- companion ????
ui tin· two lauica with abou 1 bad just trave 11 ·?
1 tbeieiote stood m the dark shadow ol the
station doorwaj whikti tin- in ? carriage, ¡'

smart brcugbaui with two Hcry horses, drew up.
I bail lu|. .s· ii exael ii «rbat was ¡i'o.ii to happen;
alter soiue coni, bm· iitary demur, tie two li.i.s
entered the brouguaui and una. ,,n j^-t i,s nope
that they uni not em bittet their mcIumoo by
polemical discussioni As i emerged hum m.v
, line il.,g lllllll \: ,l> illl· t l.'-f |.l|\ , Will, l,.l.| le¬

sili ti i| in ,iu artifici resembling nuue, buviug
apparently UaUeued beiseli against a dark win·

uow, now advau ed ami tug >¡.· wa« ?

Itagli.-looking woman, «villi a moat Innoven
la ,.l;l lllll_e 11 «' Il I II I · 111 s I,I'll· «\ », Wll.'ll 1
.'lit':.It.il b\ the II" I« ring lain light \s v.· ..lb
tame forward Iroin opposite uircctiMw, ine t'« ?
.I iinn. oí whom Uicic were 11ve ot si 4, scimi
sunn v.-,¡.it su., usili ¡it our apparitions; bui ne
??.. si ?? us jiiiiipeil in, blggkàij P'egled'i Ulto ·«

litigi' and comloitutelo omnibus, «vuiUl ¦ ci
ol the youngest men il.iuLcd into a dog-cari,
ami tin· servants and ? öfter», carrying enormous
loa.is ?,? lu; ?.?..'·, m· andeted slow ?.« m tt,c din itou
ol the lues

Without «raiting for anything except a fen
straj gun eases and bal boxea toss d upon our
roof, our omnibus rattled oil merriljj ? louud
my«el I tented beside the fragile-looking lady, ¡nui
wondering all tbe while when· tin- strong imuued
reviewer ceukl ixnail 1> bnve stowed hers, n «way.
\Se all talked and laughed and pu on very at II
hkc u house on lire, aa Cousin lìeorgc would sai
I'.y the lime we reached Uranmeanil Court ·,·.<¦ had
ull beoocne tin· best oi frienda. ibi- |ragilc looking
lady 1 loiiiui to be by no means so Stupid as sia
looked. 'Ihe high church busband, being ? ¡·t-
sislciit sun k· r, had tak« u bis plain OU tin· box,
ami tbe dapper little Methodist, who was evi¬
dently what the Scotch «all "hodden down," ap¬
peared greatIj to enkrj ins tcmpwnrj liberty.
There wen· al ? two very pleasant and talkative
young men.

Arrived at last, we were all turned out, dated
und linking, Into tbe well i.t hall, where we
discarded our outer wraps and shook out our

plumes und leathers. In an Inner hall, or rather
corridor, «te found Lady Dovedale, her lips uttcr-
ing gracious welcome, her band« dispensing cups
of da. Hy bet side was lur niece, a pretty young
girl, and hi and behold I from the depths Ol
au immense rocking-chair emerged the Marquis,
vsho had arrived by a morning train

"Gladto see you, Mrs. Toovey," quoth be coolly ;
"unexpected pleasure, eh?"

"t¿mti· uncx.cctid," I replied, drawing myse II
up with sum' haughtiness; "C'est toujours l'im¬
prévu qui arrive. Lord llullymore."

At tins montent Lady Dovedale began talking
to nu*.

"We have had Severn] terrible tips and downs
¡since 1 saw you, dearest Bttth; aiuofiget others,
the Ions oi our oi our best guns. Uta mother diedi
l-.iitl. I it llllllO.Wflg. "

"Oh, so annoy ing 1" I aaawered vaguely, let
just then tin· door opened and antue one entered
the room. 1 felt coliseums of his presence, though
Lut imperfectly realising it.

"tn enures we've had to nil up the vncancy,"
continued Lady Dovedalea voice at my ear;
"such apiece of luck, too, as «re stumbled upon.
Do you know Mr. (Jrenfcll, by ehnnce, Ruth?
lie's on·· Ol Dovedtt!*'« ol'lcst lllcnds, but he has
been ubeund so mnoh these lust lew years thnt we

have acarcel) seen anything of bias.'
1 heard tin; iniirniiir ol her voice, I almost

pinched my own wrist to know- if 1 wen· awake
or il rea ai ? ??·»'· Then a tall spare figure walked

quietly Up to th·' table (lus,· ?, where I sat.

"(lb, \es, I know Mr. (¡lenli-H," 1 answered

slowly, nod thereupon l drank a long draught
of ten. Tbe next moment I looked up; our eyea
met. lie gnve u start.so slight ¦ start that no

one probably noticed it. 'Ihen be bowed and
I smiled, a curious si.ii··. If I wen· to speculate
on that smile it would take me µ ? «reeka to

eosae to any eonclasion eoncerning it, and even

then It woiil.l probably be the wrong eon lusion.
Her.· is Anastasle, who sa.»,s that l must drena

[ immediately.
To you, dearest, journal, who are to he tin

confidant ol my most intimate thought· and
actions, | will expíala lins much: yesterday
fortnight I rei uscii Mr (¡nubil when he proposed
to me in my own drawing-room, ami eitel I had

refused him we parted, as we thought, never

to meet again.
II. Tuesday.

I wrote so long yesterday that I hfld scarcely
time to dree* for dinner, yet I abut the pa^os
of my dinrv with reluctance. I would willingly

have anla/ned bow that Mr. Orextfcll is a rich
man. a l..nelv bachelor whom many 1ml if s ithntie-h

1 um not oric of the number) wouM gladly take
for belter or worse. I have known bin» toi years
nnd venrs nnd nlwavs more or less «Irrudeil «ml

bTOldt-ti him, exco t, on tfcoa occasions when be

ba* nvniile.l us nil try staniti},' off to the Rocky
Mountains to pursue liorneil B»ttle or vvliiit-ver

hraat* revide thereon. Ctinoiislv enough, my f-on-

titnentfl have »mt is-en rerinroraftai.
I have iiiwnvs been aware of Mr. Grenfeu s per¬

sistent, admiration, and was not much surprised
When, Boon after Ins last, return to ?.??'-???.?. he

drove up tn mv lions.· ont ¡vfl'Ttii.oii in a hansom.

and then and there profwstod to n·'· What be
I leaded and hnw I rejeetod him. nU ihm and

much nmre tronU I phully divulge to you. my

dear Journal, but tiMtl I run the risk of imi soffi·
cientlv oondenalnff niy narrative. I had no Idea
that literature eonld be so <1 iMirult an art!

When Mr. Grenfell reeogaUa*ri nie ycstei.lay. lio
lm<l tbe L'otsl t-iste to irr.s-t me with only ? slight
and ili-tfint low Ile ill DOt attempt ronvi-rsaiion,

and I, at tbe first opportunity, went op to mv

own room like most of the other rneaf», It tra*

Impoeaihki i«, expht'n matters to T/nlv Doredale;
sin· would have grieved (she who prides Itératif
on her talent a* a hoa1r**1 to dlaenver tbe hevne
she had rwmmlttrd In oelrlne Mr. Granirli ami
me t* meet encli olhrr. For her take, moreover.

I rnull tint, r-ivc np the part;· nnd return to
I/nv'oti. (I will noi su' that the Mnr.ieis hod
anvtbinc to <i<> wltb my smvi'm at <;rnnin<··· il
it is nut always raav, mir yet neor>»aarv, »n nrmlv¡re
nur r,.ii iprs ton pi« i'«-se-It I On the o'lier hand, it

was us. h-s lo bone timi Mr firenfoll won 1:1 lake
his departure I know lim of old¡ he is as olisti-
tinte ?- ii thoiiannd muí-s tied together. The Bier*

Idea thai I might wish him gone would certainly
induce him to remain. What ? naturi·!

AlurtiHair gtutu«-lud tbe wool- tun· that 1
II ; she .-?..! l..al 1 did J'l-il e ??'·?1..,·|· lo

li··, nor t«· ???.? gown, tu haste ? liunlit ruu rustling
un.V lisi.. I-, pl.iUMIg idi a> 1 ivi III .1 n.\ id noi

near Mr. lo vi··'- iliunioud ornamenta When 1

entered the urary everyone *?ß ? scuri ?. ?
illuni'1.1! Miiiic cavouac; 1 unici·Ij know ???,.?? it
was, tul mv li atra· BS u.-nnl vva-. Unni und

linom. Two or three minute· still tlapued belon1
?,u.nil was ntinounccd, ami doting thai interval
th«· .uarqu.'a ? nine and pasted hinrl. iiy my aide,
lie loojta well in evening die·*, like moat aristo
rntic viuiiio; uglishinrn, >ei 1 wna struck by tin

aggressive and disagreeable ex,rcs*ion ol bis
«v.·- and mouth.

·· ?? ?.· i! .,; ?. How On ni« !!'" I.e muttered.
"Mel him before, Mra, Toovey? To my mind be"*
an Inauffera'lc pi i jr. Always t' m!.s he know·
letter tliiin everybody rlae In the room."

being a woman, I ol tourne disliked hearing the
(irr-nii abused whom I traa noeuatotued myself
i«, ahitar s.· fret Iv.

"II.· is often -l'ont, bul I have Bev*f beard
him près- In n i'mu-, whatever they may l<·,"
? answered ? k Iy

"oh. don'l be, UiAngh!" said the Marquis
cr<s-ly, turning on bla lui I. ami there, us h m.ine

Mlil.|· Il (COI "1 ICgCtUCIUUltl, HI bla pi.ne si· ml

air. « .unii ??.
"?? ? i.i.v privilege Ui Uike you ¡? to dinner,"

in· .,¡i win, ¡m «sui siili!.-, l in :? Ite uttered tue

bis aun
" Immer is announced; you h ?? bettet

?.it e lati- ugni?."
iiivv.ii,,jy ? ugrced wilfa the M«MUla Wlinl a

thoroughly annoying ?· r-on Mr. l>renfe|| was;

Unii COul I la· II" |vvn ". Hindi- ?? tin s.ll'j' d.
Il .vi·, un lo Lieo in. -,,|?(,.,-,· ',se iuii-( gO,"

SUid 1, With uni.,·... ..'. VI. ul le

? t.. n., -
. ?. bus« jou .-<e alinosi eV«ryom

una '".?· n, nl.cauy, Un.it a cuti liuti le.?
?,, mi,?? ?-. Ibis le· ¡e..lei BS VV.· III.IIII...I

,:. lio· | in .

i'·. .Voi ?..» -". 1 a-l.e.l t.\:,,.\ "1 l.iv
lilla Vvl.v ?. ?.' .ili le .{Ulte liUl

? .:.. ?, ... .· Il l...¡,.li· .Ul '.¦·..·.

li. Ug Ills I .Vi uri IV , , ., . bui ...ivi ti,,,.....l

il he VOU kuOM i.i.ii " ? olii ? ,»,..

\V ·· Si .il· ,. .il l... I ai.·! 1 si.« .1

HIV 11. |,oli! ..h 111. il ll.l.l.l.V WO» ?..1?? I

lite «le- pc'ihou ? alali d tu uvuul snouU i<- in.\

[.attirer. <'n my otiicr side v\a. lite m.un u

smoker, u.e ¡? riuiuc ol win.«*· m·-*, ct*t1 Imre
V« le -, t" ?,?« II.. Il V ,1 .' - ¦· 1.1

uitii a muse «? Uiwnj ·?« ? cnrysuuluti
.!.'...'.._ .1 ? ? \|i.in-«· 01 |MI I ..·

VV he 1,1 u ri U l|UU Ut In· '-ll.l-V.II ,1 I- .il. 11 .|«.
!.· ,· ?.1- ir ?» l_ ?.·', |,,.t IHK to olisiruv't

ti.·¦ -io|,i ; u lurgc shauisl lauip Innig ovvi n

and iii.iiiv .-¦ oui. « ? ? ?,? .1 nu

l.ol.. l,.|,t.
\\ Imi .? ·.:¦ i.ri.i!, ,. ni 1 ? 1.

feeli ??? ih it 1 musi a.i . ig
l ·· it, cl !.. dt I Uiiu retuined m co upunion.

"Wi.uli voi iei,e\, p ??- in.,\e\. ? bave e. n

Wishing <\·G Mie·· voi inii'.ol i<,,t ¡| ,,,,,

inv Rood imi, to take >ou in tu dinner 'f
" ? ??.?- «¡? aking ol Uk tal le."
"Ami ? ??.?·. s, raking ni ourerlvra; sure Ij ore

un· more Interraiing tinm the table, iliough soni'·

.,? u- «->¦< in ?·· ?, made «? vm.<«i oi stow*, or p

t!.·· n· ile mil tone "

" W ?.ut ?- .? nether t.. Il tuto ? ?
centi

"it Im 11 ?..· mv ? ? ? yon, In tin
?·1??M, when u ?«

lliit r*t< Il
"U.i, (Or 1' .IV'!.'-. S. lie. Mi «.!¦'· I. Il il· Il t

I.«- imi ?· ? ii_ ?? ,v ihn.;, rulli« Uinii liuti
Il u I 'i nnxl ni Un ..· ker,

t .moi t his attenl n, ai l indui ¦· Inni
t.. ? *· iiijjy, ciii'vei· ninni.

" Ile hi.· · soup ilo m t dit »urli im." mi Mr
. ¡ronfi ? t u- return ta ti..· con

"ti ol lira« tv -. Suri li ne . unni il
?·· tt< r May t· Il io ol m lini

" No, don'l I iiii-w. ici net u limi li
" A vv. man's ?.. ,. ?, ,?,, .ili ,w

lu·· ta t' ?? you, Mis. ? ?? '.

'.n <¦ I .m li U il v.:? lu .· tu
teli lie

·¦ I ·· that, had .v ou ac< eptinl
""¦. Un DovcUul uai.lii Lave lent u- tins pluuc
ur ou mi

I ''.li liuti ,· iiv.iv ho um .·,· r lo I n h .?

bpcecii. I fi li m.. ., ;. ,n.i even iiij |op lu ,?.?
.1? ..

"? ., ' untili ?. .? Mr. Uli m« II, ?? in ih
-1 am on onte u|>lui m-j

¦? «" .? p might Inv.· LnpiieueU, ym
know, < ni.v m m in't.

" I am very g ? ? t1 ..? ,t ??? noi bai pen."
" Ano ? .?... ?. rem l.es ine tliffer

'IH' Vi. Il, ..... I.I.... 1....1, In,·,·,, Vi r «i.t.'ii jou
ICIUM! lie I s.,,ill .ilvv.iv- BhK .vei .ii_.uu; ln.ii is

?· ?? ta.c can't h> I is u. ?... j,, ·, ? ni iiy, rn ? ,

I le y ???· ?,? m; mu; roulMl Ine Usti ? ?

DM G' Coiiiliieiiil ti.ul btaUCIUj SUUCt·, Mr. ?.G·?,|.||.
?', ih U. :|?.?·, ?.?.?,? 1 ,.?,.???, prilics biniseli nil

I.is «?. ? is noted inr it,
? i' I great ij ?limoni, y ? i cou 11 nui foi Is ,,?

UtUgUiUg; ? ilill ·.- .ul ¿hat ?,.? neighbot ??.1.1
sui.? WOK lie ,Hit Hi j'.l.e, \cL In- remark· were in

bad t.i.-i« m,,? revolted me.Uiej uuuli d

lively bute him. Onci mori I turimi to the amuker
but be bad a? purent I. *>> large h |aurtion ol nah
In c,u,,une ??,??? he »VUS nil.,^,.???.-?· ?·???;??,.,| U1

ile· task ol swall wing it.
"Ven bad better talk ta me, alter all," said

Mr i.t'iiiili. rxna|*rintinglv; "thai man rat·
diligently wie u he is noi »m< king.

i-i: me, who arc our tifiluwgucHta?" I aakad
quick I.« "1 know aearorl) anj ul tinnì.''

" Vini li »io vv ih* Marquis .'"
Uli y. s, 1 klinvv tin· M.i ?.,????,' J replied

imputimi Iy
Lord Lkiliymore »va· sitiing almost opposite to

us. yet m,? bu nearly 0( |uA>iti< ??,.?? |.· cin|| (?,.,..

bear our remark· m enter Into nur conversation
Ih· could oulj grower and star«·, us indeed be
ilnl. it liad, ol i-ourae, been bis rale to Ulke Ladt
in.velai.· mìo dinner, but on Ins agber aide sat
tin· frani Ir ? oking lad»

Wl,.. ?- ib« "· I naked.
"Ilidit y mi kOOW. Why, si,,· write· under the

ninne ul 'the Scorpion.' She is the cream i,r the
cream <·? all strong mimic, currecUouiat*¡ she («

ii cynic, ?, p..Mi|.|sl .-he Spe*ks ol thing* that vv«

men scare· tiare irhiaprt of, Ala*! Lord liollj
liune UOCa led W CUI Ul? oll.'li In |,, P( M ,.. ^tlti\ ,
iloubt l«· s any biniseli."

'· Ile lines lini talli slant.'," Mini I. <|llli Illy.
"I unie say nut. ? crave in- portion.«ml poor·I

1 have nu il"iitit that Ins vocabuuirj ?- purely
Slutkopeui iati"

" I low si Iiy y nu are' n

"I am -'niy again; it seems my ilesimv t,, hg
sorry, lint everyone to-nigbt is mi glum I Kven
nny always ?- glum on tbe lirsi. evening o| ·
any l think ? is oui« at breaklaat un breaking
npdaj that they all reullj recover aud look joyful.'

? mi are »ovrre."
"Oh n". "? cours« I caiiiiui, rival la.ni Jtaiiis

more in liis bow of sparkling eouvt-rsutiuu
lippl ug Until ? astili tbe rerj peak ol Mi,um
I'. rua -s.is. il he ami his BBpii lit NOW, compuuiull
v.i'ic in apend .? honeymoon here, how emincuUj
hi lui mus it n'OliId he ! "

Vuur ?bought· run on honeymoon*; tbej an
mi genera 111 su loosed to be festive nrfliuitw."

"It ?- you ? turn tu be tevere, aira, loovey, hut
ijo you know the lad» silting an Um right Imni
nl Lord Unveilalc '.' She li.it» sel lu..s UlOUghtB
she is very Inoli church."

"Sn 1 have lueti told."
".Ih· h.- driven her huabnnd, year ncighltor,

m tmoke.end! >s ¦Bo«ke--bat perbap* that is

?? Ii rallie t* iliilik."
"Or erinte," sui ?, toughing. I laayan to feel

¦??? ut BJ ease vvitj, Mr. Gr«·Uft-11 U Is Wuiuhi-

ful what the evidencies of polito society may
force ug to do, not ouly anally, hut with absolute
complacen·*·, line was I conversimi on honey¬
moons with ? mmi whor.i I hud rejected more or

less for many years of my life, and most eepecttlly
and deeirivi |>" ¦ fortnight apo.
When tlie ladies left the di nine-room the

Marquai" la« Indeed be was usually tailed by
every one, Including mysi ?G was standing beside
the door, and when I passed close to him he
murmured softly, but none the less forcibly :

"1 do hate intellectual women!"
"Do your"' I asked, looking up nt him.
"You'll talk to in·· ¡? bit by atid-bve, won't
??'·'" be managed to say before I and the other

ladies swept on, urged forward by Lady Dove-
dak·.

"What are you laughing at, RuthP" ««used my
hostess, as wè went down the coirulor. " Lord

Dallymore is so funny," I said by way of ex-

phinaf on.

"Yea, he's immensi iy élever, especially for a

Itarqaia," said Lady Dovedale thoughtfully. "And
what do you think <>f sir. Utenfell, dear ? Most

people arc horribly frightened of him."
bm· slipped bei arm tarough mine us she spoke.
til funis·· you can always hold your own," she

went Ott, "that's partly why 1 gave you to him to

night· beali* some women are quite silly about

i, ,??? my mee Dom says she would just as soon

»it by im Ogte. And yet he isn't ut all good-
looking' "

it was ? ion·; time before the gentJetttan Joined
us. Such is always the cas··, ? think, in shooting
parties; men have it greut deal to say to each

oilier about keepers ami guns und other topics
of sport At least I will give them the benefit
Of tl.is kindly supposition, though the loud roars

of laughter which reached our sombre feminine
? irei·, and which rose and i· II and ros.t again
from the (>r dining-room, might have given
cause for much s eculation,

"l'eli Lord Dovedale that ten is ready," mur

murili tbe hostess at list to the buttar, when
that tntu tiiuiary bad elaborately prepared a ten¬
tai !· in front of her. Miss Dora wus playing the
pianoforte, which she did with neither correctness
nor passion, but her music helped to make the
,??,t ladI s talk I «rag rather frightened of my
iren tie-looking acquaintance, now that I had
learned her alarming L*iit of anthorshl und she,
to do her, j Usine, showed no viol tit ilesire to

propit at.· ¡m«, o' lar own si \, but l «ned »ilentlv
lai; p ;i lu'v chair «raving an enormous black
ftin t-> ami fro.

At a round tal le |n fi,|| l:,mpl -lit sat Fräulein
Worm», th·· govcrncaa. who. utter she had «·?

niisintad l.udv Dovedale with the intereating fact«
that Tommy had swallowed his pill as Well as

tie· strawberry jam. and that limn·· bad not
made mure than tune mistaken In her French
e'en re. subsided into «-i hli'O over the elaborate
-ti·1 s with which she «ras Irretrievably dis
Bguring a pretty piece of satin, Thus passed one

ot the dreariest hou«i I evet spent, and when,
?? ill u ib ¡? trampling of feet, a rush of voices,
nrul a 'rrfutne o· loqueen tin· ick conte.1 ones

m· ibi. iir'i-lnr a* it entered our presence,
tie ? mnst bove round s thoroughly t < «rp i? and
H,.· «, ·¦ ??·» frenili of filini s

"Ar.· ion as].ep'"· asked the Marquis at my
elbow.

"Nearly, not quite; I wish I were *

"Oh. e ine, that's civil " sani Lord Bally·
Hore; "why, l «ranted to talk to you ail through
un.Her."

Imi you*" I bad BO s, nit to say more. Ihen
«re i.ipsid into silence. 1 think the Marquis ana

ii'ieiiud with me, i<-r soon be got Dp iron» the
seni into which be had dropped by my side, and
ji.m·· Lord ovedal and two or three other men

ib- hearthrug, .dr Orcnfell was positively
carrying on an animated conversation with Frnu-
lein «torma, What an extraordinary ??·???«t he is!
?'?'?? lady Dovedale looked at him with sum.·

surprise. Ihe pour old Praulcin had pushed her
limp air back, making lu r high forehead a. pear
even larger than usual, and ber luce «as eugcr,
whilst be was the only person in the room «-«.Ihj
seemed to take sni trouble to be agreeable.

At last, meicilully, then· ivas a move The men

w- re ink' n up to the billiard-room, where tin·
sin kei. who had stood on one leg for the last
ten minutes, iluiii.tl ss received the reward due
to hie patience. We Indies, after being offered arine
wafer mid tin biscuits, were e«ch of us provided
with ¡? ramile and info med thai the kiurney
bad no doul t tired us After this parting cere·
inori«, we I'li.uk OUrsclve· to our rOOttta.000, If
it· ? .ill, with much joj ami gratu lotion.

III.
Wednesday.

Yesterday morning I came down very late for
b'i al,, V Mi did HOI ill l!IL* III'· III.«, clip uf

.: I -, u oil k, and even th< ? 1 «ras
rather sleepy; furthermore, mj new gown litt··.!
Ml "Ih that I was i.l liji-.| ¡if the l.isf moment
lo chamre ?* ?'·? snothci When I reached the
ili nini; room everybody had mail«, done breakfast
l ali Dovednle, however, smiled reassuringly,
though as ?? s. emed t·. in'· somewhat sadly ; indeed,
as slipped tit «i tu·· empty chair which the
Mnri'ius prufferi l me n**xi his own, it struck

· ih< whole party wore an appearance of
ord Ik vedale I··' ki .1 al sol ih I·, annoy« .1.

1 .it inly, f. weather waa nut ins Irititig, ? tine
drl/xlii ra falling steadily, promised by-and-
bye ?«, son It ? throuj ?, il,,· vnrioua broad

rtnblj ni m warm wi lly
¿elveti .? ord iro> still, for such

am's ..? -.· ,i all i-.H-l a|mrtMiM>o sboul I be
preran ta tin Mar., ,? ?. n I* rlj hea|«ed up mv

i»l I cl ken. dry toast, hoi
hun at .| sirs« ?-??\· .. ? .... j t0 him.

"What's up?"
"Oh, nothinc much," he answered gruffly;

>ov< dal s put ?.m (ìrenfeH'a
...·.· .-mil sprained hia ankli he's nlwnys doing

f". vou Un·«·., Jin t to make him »elf
i-n pll inai* "

Ij that'« hanl I exel limed, ·? mcing
ita il. to m.! ?·· where the ulprit, Ibe

? oui.' ut uni inai ? morning .h ? · ¡· one his fell »w
-? .··. is... u, -,,? mood ili s ?., 11,,... ;?? .. plate,

? dure -..«. '¦ oiiij lunks the rain, an« r all.
>? ?.· :.? unkiudlj.

Ou, li ?« ?·,\. ?.- nun Ins spurs in the
... .·! ¦.:.!.n ¦·-, .1 III ¡ill klUli· ui UUI .all II -Il

, iu ·, ?·. iii Kelj ?·, uiink much ol tue lain.
Ullt 1 Mil pcild .m,, ? I ?.in- III lie

..-...., uiie , I was olili lu keep
alii, l.ut Vic ? ,?? .? ?,,«. |.-,, ,-,·, bill

¦·ill lea .-- iiun kly na ? ? oui I,
Kir al ·?\ im. ol tin ? insts were ? .? ? ui^· the
table. \. u· ? litui l pa I out ol Uic room with
l.u.1.1 ? ? .«.· oil she murmured piteoasly:

"Ouly n un·.. Kit. uur crucu allot Isn't it tou
¦ail n will make such an awlul dittcrcuoc in tin·

hag; novellale will be sulicj about it lor the
ii. si \ uiuiitlis: "

llaii an hour lutei all the men, with on··

u.ei,nu h'i> exception, had trudged oil through tlie
ram, ami *'« ksdj guest« sai aimk'sslj m the
Ut« ,t, room, none ol us sullieieutly ciicrgetic
.,, ?, ui either ??·-· ? l'-wui k or letUT-writinjj Vet

caret) t·· tulk, I wus drumming idly on the ?

window panes ainching the 'Imps chasing each
other down In haste, and wishing thai i could
sal ¡is in m.\ childhood

Hain, rain, µ? le Kpsln,
\··? never, never coma bach sj tin

m spite of termers and agriculturist« end the
,, ,,f ih" e lircKome people who alwnya want

,\.i v.·,.na r ul Inconvenieni nans, \t last the
'lour opened and Lady Dovedale entered, bringing
mercifully t*· us ¡? man th.· man. lie limped,
certainly, bul thai was ol ii" consequence to ua

He was smiling, and saying pleadingly to our

hüalteas:
I nui m>s-- li altogether under your protection,

I ;,,i\ Ikivediile; n rcquirrn* no small courage for a

|,.n l! nu,)- tu lace ·,?\ I.nlles in what laicht ht
ralle I um ¡inimical hours."

.'Cum,· iu. said l-iily Dovedale laughing!
"your penance is to amuse us alter having so

i/rievously faihil In your iluta to your own kind."
Thereupon ,,,r Crenfrll made the ?»si ol It, I

although ?.·- ??«1 not i""k as if he altogether liked
hitting on the sofa to be fussed over by such a

Icmii ine community 11S thnt which apeedilt n-

rircled him, It must I,· owned that his soldierly
m,.? rather augii |.ir fleure seemed out ,,t place
a.ng ti"· cushions, whilsi wi women all stood
,,r sm ai.? chattering to him.

..?.,,G? l make mysell useful:·" i,« naked
int..m· ty. "Don't Indies always have wool to
..i:,l m- something <u thai sort to be done?" lint
u, at' si.k our brada laughing. Unlike the
black sheep of nursery lore, we had none of
us liliv WOOI.
"My mental capacities have noi In any way

Buffered," continued Mr (¡rcnfell, turning toward
ti,·· reviewer For, whilst he searcrlji twldreasetl
any sperisi remark to me, Ik (rave his sttcntinn
Si.I b·" inii'h lo that gentle Ik ing who I must

t.-ail. nay did ln-r very b si to attract him, putting
on Innguid airs and grucce which, in my humble
opinion, are mesi especially unbecoming to a
strong minded woman.

"I haw ¡n Idea," sai,? |_a,ii Dovedale sudden¬
ly, "a most hrillianl Idea; several of ihe neigh
buts ate c, niiii·,.· tn dine to nighl ! "

"Ohi" shouted the dismayed chorus
"Win slamld we D0I (TCl up seine tableau ?"

asVed I - I \ Dovedale anperturbed ; "why, in (act,
sin·ul·! n«it rou," sin· added, swcetl·, turnimi to
our victim, "arrange il all for us, ?, u u« what to
wear, ami how to wear m, how w

look, ami all thai P"
"Why not, imleedP" said Mr. Grenfell, with ¦

peculiar expression en his [ace, which I. hnvinir.
known him lor long rears, eoull ensilj interpret
«Thereupon I burst oat lautrhing, hut the others
all e\c|,i n¡. il ? ? t 11 simultaneous wy

"WI at a u. hghuul, il. b- loua idea!" s,, u
came to lie settled thai we should have tabi, am
the thought ami preparation .f w|,|, h as ¡,,,?
Ptannsni of such amusement· well knows muM

fisi to

inevitably prove food enough for vacant mlnde
und vacant hours during the tongeet day.
Somebody rang the bell and two footmen presently
hrough in on enormous trunk hired wlh stage
properties. When these, however, were turned out

on the boor nnd «·???<·?·?? examin«?d, it was found
that no costume wa.s aitogetfaat complete, so that
our dillictilties would lie greatlv in¬
creased by the fact that some of the performers
must n.eds shelicr those portians of themselves
clad in everyday dress behind their neighbors
who might b* better provided. Nevertheless, the
ere.iter the difficulty the greater the art, as we all
(?? Clement nerbane a little too strongly) ¡m-

pre.-sed on Mr. Grenfell. laiuly Dovedah). with the

peculiar cunning of ? hostess, bad ? lead ? ? house·
bold duties ami abarnted herarlf from » con

clave. When ihe luncheon bell rnn<r itnd she
returned to tho draw ing-rooin, we bud only conio

to iincertnn conclusions, und we nil greeted her
with individ'ial o;Intona of course to each of
us our own Ottttame was the most Int. Itetlnff.
It had been Battled for mc to enact, the part Of
llcatrlce, with the Marqui· for Dante. Certainly
I/ord Ballymore'a short nose was a drawback,
Dentea fratti*· being so familiar to everybody.
However, them was not such a thing as a real
Kamen nose in the whole of our comi any I had
rebelled ? little when Mr Grantelt, speaking to
me lor almost the first time, lUTgCi-tcd the tableau.

"I don't see why the Maniuis bhouM be
Dante." said 1 sulkily

"lie will look so inspired.'' answered Mr. Gren-
fell. "You are sure to inspire bim. Beeide*, the
part seems t«i suit him admirably Don't yon re-
nienilcr what we were raying laat night, Mrs.
Toovey, with regard U\ your friend'· language.1"

"Il·· doe* not pretend to be a tort," I retorted
angrily; "but, as you say. he will do doubt look
the nart very well. Lot it 1« sj, then."

"It were a ? ity to traete this charming scarlet
hood," said Mr. Grenfell, examining the article
in question; "and if lord Ballymore dons it over
the dressing-gown he sports in the smoking-room,
Ins coattime will l.c complete. Yours abottld be all
while, y u know/

"i might," be aiutwered curtly.
"The corn would be difUcuit." sa, I Lady

Doveuule, comino; in my rracue.
in I..««» in«,· mostly recipiocal. As we troo[sd

m ?? ? locheon, aira, «.'lenient n.\ed ber shining
blue eye· ou my lace with · most disagi,«alihi
expression. Dear ate, how ? do deteat Irt:

ivheu tin.· gentlemen Came home iron shooting
they none oi them giratoti our project with warm

approval, nor din any ooeeeem specially delighted
vitii tin· part tee bad eo cureiullj Ù.?.?<·a to
linn. ?? begin with, they were ¡ill hugely
J ased and occupied with the day- sport Need-
I sa to say, tin· Marqui* had distinguished hiin-
-' It, and as Mr. lïrcnfcli was doi present to
dispute With him the honors ol Cite ?!·),!, and
laonl lloveilale coulj not sie ot lus le -t because
of his vexation. Lord Bull,) mol* bad "walked
over" easily, as he expiaimd it to me biniseli
We found n sadly difficult to Induce the men
to look upon our evening pastime as amuse.
ment at all It trae only when tiny earn* for a
slmit spme to the drawing-room, dressed id clean
dry clottba, their hair «lamp and carefully
«on,bed. and ? general appearance of a hot bath
n'unit them, thai they deigned to l.st«'n to our

explanation· Even then they showed an unholy
Wish to retire with Breed to their dear billiard-
room Thither Mr Grenfell bad apparently «I-
ready betoken himself, man like, to racape the
brill t Of the sei-iie.

·' My dear Mr-. Toovey.'' said the Marquis, in
a thoroughly annoyed tone, "what can you bo
thinking Of? l'unte, of ¡ill people 1 Why he was
a sto id m ii IT who couldn't do any thing."

"Jfaxcept write."
o.., y«·.«, »»rile, ol course.though 1 can't say

? ever reau tu* ????, ?·> win.? u will o«_' seeu
(..ui iaO.ia itatij ui ?«· u l u ¡?, us tosuewiuii cueaply.

? «,o bau utUKiug a tutd oi tuya*, li," he v.ou-

unucd grutuy, ?«fvettut ?·¦--, ? ultimately man*
uhm to kUiouth inni uowit, ami tu matte inni ao-

Kauotsieugu ti.ut lue my aalte, yep, ourtaiklc, to
| e,..-.· ne, ???? III«· only. In- WOUHl .?,? a glCUt Uifltl
.«Veil ptUBOUIly il.ilile. 1 hat tiesty .Nil's. Cement,
waa w.ii« nu,;; us ad the uuie we tahwdl i am

sure that site ?« a very apiittiul trumao. 1 hut«.·
vv orne 11 vvitn mien pitia Coloring!
main r w«*a uurneu over a«, ijuicklj aa loasible,

,. uWiDg in the iniiiii.ei ui ?uesta, it was

... atii) u Leugtaiy iilXutr. 1 sut between two ?

. i'iiniv ?.· inolio.-, one, n *µ? t&giiuiki some·
tiling, vvn.i a~i«..i in·· ·?,? LjuesUwuB auout th*

? pui ks, aud au tu« bad tant* to
..o imo rapi ires < ·? íirs. I lenient* butt paper
,,, ti,. ". Ueview." l waa nearnly glassi when
the repaat cante to an end, and we could all
run up to out rooms to prepare Then only iiu

it u*«vu u,on me that air. Urtniell had given
1. no part m lue praoBCtllliga. l'ei...i|,- Uli*

was ovvili).' to his sprained aukl , petbape I* bw
pverwbeluiituj busiueaa aa a manager, or perbapa
?,, ii.,· ruodi »to ol a tetii ug nature. "Sneaky,
? ..m n, sani Lord bullymore, when, in wuat

we wen· ,1, .i-e.l to «..ih th·· greciirooie, he alla-led
to tli«· subji t.

li,· entertainment went otT fairly trelL 1
uiu-i 1.1· ?- coulew that Dan'«· and Beatrice
wie a ,?.·, iie.l "Int." Do« man·· a very pretty

mi win, all bei hair down.lie really baa
lovelj bair.and anothei oi tie· great successes

oi the evening ?because «>t it.- incongruity waa

Mrs. Clement a- Margarei with Mr Conyer* aa

ruust, aiei poor d.-ar rVaukin Worm· as Me·
phl-tople le·.

I don't ianey that Mr* Clcmeni altogether
cared to act o/ith Mr. Conyers; bul that is

i. m,.r ben- nor there.the effect waa eery
l.aruiiti'·· ?- foi the other td' lean·, tli-y are

scarce worth recording, though the» l¡"i."l to
Ml up the tin'1, un.I evi'V I. Iv -. ü ?;· It

I h.u.Iiy B|H>kc a vv rd t«i Mr. Urenfel in.

evening. 1 suppose I.·· waa very busy, in apite
oi his sprained anklp, hut except thnl he certainly
t,, U especial care t·· pone ti·· Marquia mid my-
¦rlf. h·· mver eatiie near me Wit'i l.idl Bally¬
more it wus difTerent The priviiece of enacting
Paute must «omehow have uot into In- head, and
i-no-.· ? ? ray of poetry to enter that uauall.v
dense object, lie never I ft mv tide the
I'.M'i··. mil lived si,eh ardent loóles on me that
I tearlv lintel out to him that I was no longer
lleiitrice, bui rmlv po>»r, plain, luti, \??- Toovey
after all. However. I r·· fr.i it··«!. and when 1m
handed me mv eandre before I areni upstairs to
In ?. I.ineezed mv hand very hard, whispering,
"iI od lent. Rcntrtcel" nnd It tra· only then,
r iil'v thai I -aw that Mr. fìrenfell Mond eins,,

?.· siso; Oit it wa* too late to begin to
iplb an.I he tnrned on and went nnlekiy.tro
?. i, t.-1 ?-. I :im -tire, fo' his ankle'· sake.bin heel
ff wit! ont u (Ic'vnt good m .'ht m· ¡mv word at ill

IV.
Thursday axoniing.

i really have nothing torelai« auout yesteruay.
It was. oll·.' ol the tuubl baiciUl, UrOsume and
detestabili nays timi ? ever sismi m Uh· course
ol my li >·. Il -a« un n mile· m 1. u.iii, just Ilk*
one oi iii.ee abominable straight kreuch ina·«-,
whicb look a- ii the» wished to cut tin· wurid in
iv.? neu naive*, «um an· bordered by sill» p< piuc
tree* without beauty or abade. I dont believe
Hull my ilull road of ji'surday had even any
oiiianieiit.il pU| l.ns t«i boaal of!

atte· Un· nul Knien had btaiWd we ladt**
w. Ue«! diligenti) ; inn 1, i.ke u modern IVneiupe,
fi It so ito·«.- limi 1 ?,?!.?! in my pattern all wrong,
end sh.ul hav" ti.e pliiisiiio oi un, icktng it

today· I lie weatbet wa.-a- vile a* everything «I.*.·.
l'onring lain alternated with ^ust«, ui wind. Mr.
Grenfell wrote m ihe billiard room, and nobody
quite liked to diaturb him there Lady Doveda le
unaccountably took his part, insistine that as we
bud teased him to auch an extent yeaterday we
mu-i allow bun u little peui«· today " l'eaee, for.
smith' as the old w liter- say 1 don't believe
in Mr. (ovuli Us liusiness yorres: ondi tie,. ; at ¡my
lai··, he simuli bave dotte ?- writing Bt home,
and DOl brought it oui Visiting I Hut l.ady Dove
naie said In· ' ani·' ai a moment s DOtiCe, to oblige,
«le, cto. Well, ihe errine; one uppiued at lun-
rlu'i'ti, ami sat between the hostes« and l'ora.
Afterward some adventurou· spirai« went ont,
ilad ni iil-i« is ami bldoou* bats, ta do batik)
with the elemeuta. liiere bad been a talk ot Join·
ing the men at liiin heun, Imt loríenlo ?? rata
put an end to the plan

'Ihe allertinoli was as dreary us the BOffning; I
need say no inore. One«· or twin« Mr Urenfell
sin lied in and talUed.ahsolutely talked.to the
tema!.· reviewer, who of courra put lut· best mata.
I borirai foot foremoat for his benefll I preterred
siii nee. lor indeed ii is impossible to abine among
a wimi,· troop oi women, eapeciali» with I'r«·«·-
tiiiiiU'is ami ali Unuis of queer people about
l.aii· ni the afternoon 1 had my rêvent:«': I swept
iiy Mr. Urente11, ni,.I, antler his very nos,., u« pi
up a brink con vet-sal ion tor mon· than an hour
with th.· Mi n· m·-, wlui wa- perfectl} charmed. I
inii-t confesa, however, that I ¡m.i never i.eiore
atieini t«d to talk to Lord lîall. mon· for so

length) a peind, and it L difficult to ptvtend to
lake interest in lite natural history o| cttrtiridgeti
ami other aeceaaoriea of the elms,· when on,· does
not really rate ? rap 1 tried to eonverse mi wider
topi .-, in· somehow w«· lloursdend, und ? was
ah.ml of I'ading my companion on to say some-
tlniio desperately toobsb m Mr. Urenfella bearing,
win,, I am sure, was within bearing, as he sat.
near us. silently and persistently l might say
nub iy turning ove,· ii.. ¡¡,^,,,«, .f B |)?(,|{ ^ lu>V(;r
loin, d in our eoavenation, nor did w«· «iifer to
bring bun into ? Lord H.iil\ nuuv looked patientlytriumphant at lust, though 1 bad become atrarurely
tiled.

^ }

At dinne« I -at between r.crd Doeedalt and Mr.

WJ I

Conyen (the ratter a dull person) hut afterward
the Marquis never left my side till it «wa« ¿2
for the ladies to go to bod ; he waa in very mZ
spirits, and really made himself quite agreeàbk*
1 had drunk a couple of glasses of champagne at
dinner, and felt more cheerful than Iwfor«, tod
more ready to laugh at hie sallies, which lnt%
nm using though perhaps not very witty. (Jn<n
1 caught sight of Mr. QrenfeU's serious fae*
turneil in our direction, but he looked away lau
mediately again. Once also Tjidy Dovedale cross«!
the room und stood by me for two or three minutât.
Iatting my simulier, saving. ^

"Mow bright you are to-nirht, Ruth!"
"She's in capital form, isn't she?" exclaimeíf

the Manjui« enthusiastically. I went upstair*
meditating that it mitrht lie a great thing after
all to marry u sMrquls: rupeeialty if the ownc,
of the fitl" were young, toi rablv irood looking, ana
decidedly a fervent ndmfrer. Mow infinitely pre.
ferablo to spend one's days with a person who
wonII thorouchlv appreeiate one's talents and
«lualitis rather thnn ....

I called to mind what Mr. Crcnfell had said
about tlie pessibilitie* of « honeymoon at Oraa-
mesnil. Somehow the idea struck me with a
sort of ehill I ronM not contemplate the pros,
peet of sin h unmitigated <1 illness as a week alone
with Tord Pnllvmore. and vet he is a marquis, ant
yet he likes me. and yet.oh dear, oh dear'

I undressed very qnieklv. seel |.-d Annsta*je
«evernl times, and when I had at last driven h«r
from the room I covered mv head with the hivj.
cloth««* nnd sobbed. YVhv war ? eryint. ? I eoiii|
not bava told. Fven now ? onlv know that I
was wrete'.ivi nnd flssasaal, rind that it is verv sad
to be in a lcnolv position responsible for one's «if
and one's future, and aware »hut before lang it
will lie. necessary to settle difficult question« of
momentous importunée!

V.
Thursday, fi p. m.

? take np mv pen, yet I can scarcely write
Calmlv of this artetnoon's events I did not make
my up'ouranep t/wlay till nearly luncheon time.
1 pleaded headaebe; the faet was that I really
had a headache, and what ¡s worse, red and swo)!^
eyelids. When ? arrived downstairs ? found that
most, of the hutte« bad ???? out to kan the sports¬
men and to freshen themselves un for t''i> cenine,
when we nre to ovrieet what Tadv Dovedal,. rulla
":? lif'l· bep for Pora's lvetieflt." Needle«· to «¡av
the men bai-o br-on out shootinrr fur tbo third'
nnd MprvsI «lav for In this severe establishment
the nrrllnarv rel-iel*» «f one i'lle morrin«» is not
norm-tied Air HttnWì made «n effort to co
out "itb the ofi'er men. but fasfv iwrvedaai posi-
»ivi 1- insisted flint be should remain st home
esro«itlv ns he e*nV1 not pr-t an ordinary hardboot upon bis Bsmll ? foot
Our hostess nnd I and the reviewer formed a

partie carree with Mr. Gcea/ell at luncheon,the children having for some reason or other fed
earlier It was one of those depressing meals
which lake plaee at a large table originally pre¬
parili for ? greater number of gueeta. However,
three of us chatted diligently, and if I keptalienee ? trust that it was nut noticed 'at least I
so trusted at the time) though, as we went back
into the drawin^-roum, Lady Dovedale wintered
to me.

"As sonn as llallymore eomes home he will get
you to talk mure than we can, dear;" aaaf I
crimsoned with indignation, wlui.st she only simled
the more.

Ihiring th«· afternoon It crossed my mind more
than on« that Mr. Grenfe'l had not followed out
bla pro·.·ramme of persistently propostug to me;
so far f ? um it, indeed, that since the first dav of
our soiourn at Gtanmesnil he had steadily avoided
me. An evil spirit took possession of me. and I
felt that I would give much to fure«· him to carryout his earlier intentions of lavine himself and
Ins fortune once more at my feet, if onlv for thoexcessive pleasure of refusing him égala.

it »«ta m·? u'.> mug lauotv m,· o, jiurtunity 1
so Coveted »a» u*atov>«u ou me. *><· «Aure to nave
j o «.lu· ?. uà in mi.· coiTiUor, tttu«ll«ll all tlie rooms
were wuat is catata " npasoe a*)urn m ..un-i-.j m ¡..«
ot tue piep.uatious loi· tue mino·. As Usa ttaytigas)
isas fljuuvutisg. 1 wanstatnd in issi rjocxtdoc, wait-
u g lue tue Ditterà ami MlSSCUng ou man> tiüiigs,
Minti air. LirenielL coming uowu staiib, louuu ine
in in* soktUde. ile was uooul to jan» ou With su.
iule «oui ol greeting, but 1 aduiesseU him ?a
my moot amiable voice:
"Uuui ion ionie und talk to DM for a few

minute«f Me aie ah goiug ewwi to morrow.
tue party is to break up.let us be sociable on
thla i.ist day.''

lii .ill means," lie returned coolly, as he
sat doan beaitte me in a deep window^eat arbtag
attorned a pi.as.uii place tar gmet conversation·
?« inn partly surouded by curtaiua, and wan,? aud
?· si \ Ui reason ?? close proxtmlt} to tin· gre, a*
**·ai ¡i> pretty and picturesque because we cuuii
see the bare trees waving in the gray twtbghtea«·
side, and thua redouble the senne ot o.«r uwa
comfort by the know ledge that it was no shall
and drear) outside. Having succeeded in cap-
tilling my prey, 1 sCttfCclj knew what t<. le with
a; be sat nursing hi» knee, und obstinately
waning for uic to ?peak.

You must have bad a dull vi it ken·. Mr,
Grenti II," 1 said at last.

<iti, no, tii.u.u >ou; not s Itogether."
" No snooting or anything.
"No shooting, certainly, but 1 bave beati very

bus.', ¡tint g'ad m h,.i\e tne chtMi.c Of yetritf
-? ? ,.* b istue s

"You musi be a very contented sort of penai
il ? usines« makes you su happy," 1 remarked.

"You are pi as...I to '*.· satirical, but indeed I
am fairly happy, and aa you know, 'et l'on a piee·
qu'on ¡line, u faut aimer ce qu 'on a.' Well,
bi,s|i., ss i> what I have; th.ie Ui Cd Ih- 110 limit
to in·, enjoyment In thnt direction."

"People are so seldom given what they want,"
I sani dreamily.

" v. p aeldom: nnve you been talking meta·

physics with pretty Mrs Clementf"
"Certainly not I «loti't like her."
"You «end not dislike her: she is pretty, and

ran be verv pleasant! but 1 know of old," addai
Mr. Createli **it!i a smile, "that you are en« I owed
with sir.in.: like· and disi lore."

"Is anybody worth knowing who is nut^
"W. r,, we have I>r. Johnson's antimi.u f<r

appreciating good haters, but 1 era not sura

about it mvself; some peor le il i-l ke so many
nl their fellow-creature· that I ten scared.»
understand how they endure to wnlh abroad ami
meet them. The.i should go to the prairies, and
?· p fort themselves with seclusion and the beautief
of nature."

" l>o yuii advocate such a eourae?" I aaked.
"I advocate it strongly," re Ii ·? my <.inani«·

smHing, "that I am abaoluiely going to follow
mv i.i»n advice; a thing few adviser« are ever

found to do. I am off to the RuOSflta auaiu,
Ml« ?"' vev

"

"You iir.·:'1'' I asked, with a curious sensation
of annoyance; how on earth was I tu bring Inni
to lus proposal f

"I am, anyhow, going sljroad Immediately,¦
be went on; "I leave here tomurrOw with the
rest, and Saturday 1 am BOing loi a luti.- tour in
burope, just to s'et aaj band in. you know.1

"But will lind nothing tu shunt.''
"nlaying is a secondary sanaideraiion uiuiui«,''

be anewered, laughing; "I leave that to the
Marquis."

Ily this time the servants had brought m sut
tea table, as well as some lampa, but no < «e tes«·.
near us. and our window rcmanieil dnrk .n»i
undisturbed, so that wc continued to talk iu

undertonca.
"1 rappoae," said Mr. Qrenfell presently, "I

supnnee that when 1 returu to England *'»u utili
kmg sime have setil.il down m a aapnj Lume
with Lord Itellynsote."

"You have no i< ¡isoli to say so," I «MUtetaê
angril).

" No ' \NTiy, all the p.o, le here are speculatiltl
about it.''

"Ihe* are very kind, though ptasaature·"
"l'aid.'ii me, Mrs Toovey, u ? have taken tin

privtl ge of an old fricinl to apeak so openly·
lint I really am not sure, t lunking over the matte·
'lineili and dispassionately, that you eouM da
lutter on the who · than accept lUili.« more lie is

not hall a bad tdWW. he ml in res * mi \er* site
cereh ; and 1 think, yes, 1 really think thnt >üU
could get on beautifully with him."

Mr QrenfellI.!
1 had risen to my feet, trembling with rttge and

iiiiiignatioii Ibis was a, greater iiisuii even lhae
being pio,4isi-d t«i i»i:»in and acain. Ibis, tticn,
wus the istilliate in which 1 was held I 1 WUnt
to marry ?»??? ?1«||>morel 1 get on beautifully
«mi html Drugged down to a low level« it

tint! And nut ouly wne 1 lo a«copi the ebtrqes«
as tiie tn'st pesaible ci.uikx· likei* t<i eosas re "??·
but l was actually to be advised into it bj t'1"
coinli'sceiiding thòughtluli.ess oi Mr. ürénienl
bimaelf.

"Mr. Qrenfell!" 1 re*euted, StampiUg m.\ ¦,'0,

in the violence of say auger as I stu.ii upright
before him, whilst he. the wretch, had not eve·
Changed Ins attitude, but sat ialini* «nrsiBSj SjSt
knee ami looking up Into my face throagh tee
semi darkness, wifh a ? land and inquirisg nf>

presaion "Uo ¿«>u know what you awve ¦'"¦J
lio Mm know tliat you are positively liupertiueBtr
What \ou are pleased tn call your ohi friendsmp
is nu ?·:vus«·. I never asked your ud\i". [ wcut
on Incoherently ; "I dmi't wnai It.tuwer!'

Iluiili over it. tor ull that," be answered
coolly; "it miy be wo-tb soiiictlitni;-it is *°

disinterested." ,
lie had ut last risen to his feet, und stood,

holding out his hand. , ,

lion ? siol.i nie. und let us make peate tor IM·
last da«. Ms. Tuovev, won't rou? And I'U $22
jrou bark lataiekistetwW buffalo skms lora weswiuf
ireseni, b*-Hiid-bvo, and hiy them at your tñ«*.
His moeklng spirit infuriatili ate. I swUsu ¦¦J
nu woiils with which to answer him. but I J^^TI from lu u hastily with as scornful an exprès«·«»


